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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To decrease the spurious 
defects which occur in consequence of applying photo- 
proximity effect correction to mask design data based 
on design data of LSIs t etc., in a mask defect inspection 
stage. 

SOLUTION: In obtaining reference data for mask defect 
inspection from the post-correction mask design data 1 1 
formed by subjecting the mask design data 10 to the 
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